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INTRODUCTION
TO BEE KEEPING

Beginners guide

Beekeeping is a rewarding and impactful practice, offering
benefits that extend beyond honey production. In Zimbabwe,
where the climate and diverse flora provide an excellent
environment for bees, understanding the essentials of
beekeeping is crucial. Successful beekeeping involves more
than just setting up hives; it requires a deep commitment to
monitoring and maintaining hive health. Regular inspections,
effective management of pests and diseases, and attention to
seasonal needs are key to thriving colonies.

1. Knowledge

Starting beekeeping effectively requires establishing a strong
foundation of knowledge.

This handbook provides a quick overview of the essential
knowledge and we also offer comprehensive trainings that
blend theory with hands-on experience.

We focus on teaching you the skills necessary to maintain
healthy and productive bee colonies.
Additionally, we emphasize the importance of ethical and
sustainable environmental practices.



2. Location

You will need to select an appropriate location for your hives, known as an
apiary. Ideally, this site should have several key features: easy access to water,
protection from strong winds, and an abundance of flowering plants for the
bees to forage.

If the chosen location does not naturally provide sufficient forage, consider
dedicating part of the land near the apiary to planting flowering fruits and
plants. This will ensure a reliable source of nectar and pollen throughout the
growing season.

Additionally, creating an artificial water source, such as a small pond, can
further support your bees. Developing a self-sustaining ecosystem at your site
will enhance the overall health and productivity of your colonies.




3. Beehives and Equipment

A hive is essential, serving as the structure where bees live,
store honey and pollen, and raise their young. Different types of
hives are available, including Langstroth, Kenyan Top Bar, and

Log hives. Basic bee keeping equipment, such as a smoker, bee
suit, and bee brush, are also necessary.




4. Bees: Bait Hive

The honey bee is a social insect that lives in colonies with a structured hierarchy.
Each colony contains one fertile queen, drone bees, and worker bees. The queen
is the only female capable of laying fertilized eggs and can live for 2 to 5 years.
Drones, which are male bees, mate with queens from other colonies and are
expelled when resources are low or winter arrives. Worker bees, the non-
reproductive females, handle foraging, hive maintenance, and colony defense.

To attract a swarm of bees, a bait hive can be used. This small, empty hive is
scented with pheromones, propolis, and beeswax to simulate the presence of
an established hive. When a swarm discovers the bait hive, they will move in
and start building their new colony, creating combs, laying eggs, and
establishing a food supply. This technique helps beekeepers expand their
apiaries by drawing in wild swarms.

Understanding the dynamics of bee colonies and effectively using bait hives are
crucial for successful beekeeping. By creating an inviting environment and
employing strategic techniques, beekeepers can expand their apiaries and
support healthy, productive bee populations.



5. Time and Commitment

A common misconception is that beekeeping can be done with minimal
supervision, assuming that bees can thrive without regular oversight. In reality,
beekeeping demands a significant and ongoing time commitment.

This is particularly true during the spring and summer when bee activity is at its
highest. Regular inspections of your hives are essential to ensure their health
and productivity. These inspections involve checking for signs of disease,
monitoring for pests, evaluating hive conditions, and managing food supplies
for the bees.

During the active seasons, you'll need to dedicate time each week—and
sometimes more often—to address any emerging issues and support your hives
effectively. This commitment is crucial for maintaining strong, thriving colonies
and achieving successful beekeeping.

Hive inspection

In conclusion, beekeeping in Zimbabwe offers both significant rewards and
responsibilities. By investing time and effort into understanding and managing
your hives, you ensure the health and productivity of your bee colonies.
Theoretic knowledge combined with our hands on training with live bees will
guide you in fostering strong, thriving hives. Embrace the challenges with
dedication and enthusiasm, and you’ll contribute to a vital ecosystem while
reaping the many benefits of successful beekeeping.
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Register

for our
Bee keeping
Training Sessions

Training locations
« 3 Welston Road, Glen Forest, Harare
o 18 Samos Farm, Banket.

Contact us and begin your successful bee keeping journey!

+263 78 819 7047 @ www.bybees.co.zw

c Bybees @ bees@bybees.co.zw
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